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Thanks to Mr. Bob King (north side) for the head shot pic of one of our most frequent Birch Lake pests, Bambi Carcrusher.

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

ello Birch Lake Community.
Whoa! What a weekend! Friday
was beautiful with great weather,
which should have been a warning.
Saturday and Sunday brought some
major wind for us on the East side and
then some chilly winds. Sunday felt very
much like a fall day. I am hoping the
weather will be much brighter and bet-
ter this weekend.

Please, please I urge you if you have
not yet reached out to offer to help with
the spaghetti dinner, please contact the
Niezgodski Family, you can call (269)
476-9317 or email; birchbass1@gmail.
com. Some of the ways you can help is to
be a noodle expert, sauce handler,
cheese shaker, lettuce bar, sweet server,
cleaner upper and more. Please know
help is needed, and whether it is provid-
ing a sweet treat or serving some time,
your efforts will be much appreciated.

The money raised for the dinner
goes to support water quality for Birch
Lake. The money for water quality is
used for treating the water when we
encounter invasive species.

To find out more about the water
quality of Birch Lake please see the arti-
cle in the Barker or contact Paul Fallon
or Terry Dugan, as they have a wealth
of knowledge.

Just a reminder about some simple
rules on the lake. Please be mindful of
your speed when boating around the
lake, especially if you are close to the
shore line. We have had 10 inches of
rain in May so the waves can be fierce
and brutal on the piers and shorelines.

Remember to drive your boat the
appropriate direction around the lake,
especially when pulling tubers. You
should also avoid making close turns
near the shore when pulling skiers or
tubers.

If you are kayaking, try to stay clos-
er to the shore line, and I do not advise
kayaking in the middle of the lake since
boaters might find it difficult to see you.

If you are riding on a jet ski, please
be mindful of your speed, and you
should be going in the correct direction
as well as boaters. Concussions tend to
be the most common jet ski injury. So
just because you don’t break anything
visible doesn’t mean you are not injured.

Lastly, we have so much day light I
cannot understand why we wait to tube

Tentative 2019

Birch Lake Calendar

June 1 - Porter Township Cleanup Day
June 15 - Spaghetti Dinner, 5:30-7:30
June 22 - Celebration of life for
Terry Curtis, 4-7 pm
June 29 - Comm/Vice Comm Party, BLYC
July 6 - BLYC Firework, dusk
July 6 - Boat parade, 4 pm
July 27 - Celebration of Life for LaVeta
Scofield, west side, 1-5 pm
August 10 - Com & Sausage Roast, TBA
August 17 - Homeowners Association
annual meeting following board mtg.
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC
Fall Dinner TBA by VC/FC Pat McGann

BLYC Board Meetings: June 8, July 20,
August 17; all at BLYC @ 9 am
Dates and times subject to change.
More info as available. Watch for updates!

or ski so close to dusk. Be sure you boat
earlier in the day. All of these items are
meant to keep everyone safe.

On to the next big ticket item, do
you know anything about your commo-
dore or vice commodore? I'll tell you a bit

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone

mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680. To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call 561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.




— Birch Lake Notes —

about me, and next week Pat McGann
will introduce himself to you in the
Commodore Notes. My name is Angela
Bergan, I am the wife of Nick Bergan. If
you don’t know Nick, he is the very tan
man who likes to walk around the lake
and will always give you a smile. Nick
loves Birch Lake, and his passion for the
lake is so contagious it is the reason I
feel in love with the lake.

My mother and father, Jim and
Linda Bergan, live in the cove. They
have resided in the cove in two different
residences for the past 30 years.

I was raised in Southern Illinois and
I went to school at Southern Illinois
University of Edwardsville, where I
earned a bachelor’s degree in
Communication.

I served six years with the Illinois
Air National Guard in Springfield
Ilinois.

Nick and I met in Belleville, Illinois
at a mutual friend’s wedding. Nick and I
resided in Tallahassee, FL for a few
years while he attended graduate school
at Florida State University (hence the - -
large flag). We are proud supporters for %
Florida State Seminoles, you can often
see us at a Basketball Game behind the
bench, and we attend all home and away
Football games (yes, even last year

against Notre Dame and the year before ~ Andy Habich (west side) had the grand opening of his new location of Culver’s last

against Michigan). week. The business officially opened June 3rd. The new Culver’s is in Elkhart,
Nick and I love to travel we really right on Cassopolis, over the toll road to the left. This is Andy and wife Maura with
enjoy Canada and hiking. I love to cook, daughter Charlotte and new son Harrison. Congratulations to the family.

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15




Birch Lake Notes

and I feel like I am a bit of a foodie.

Lastly, we love our dog, a miniature dachshund named
Seminole, as we do not have kids. So be sure and say Hello! T
look forward to getting to know each and everyone one of you a
bit more!

If you need tickets for the Spaghetti Dinner, please see the
ad in the Barker to find your closest ticket sales person. If all
else fails, come by and see my for tickets, I live on the East side
... look for the Big Florida State Seminole Flag.

Take care and as always be kind to one another.

~Commodore Angela

Calling All Dessert Makers!

The Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, June 15, is just one
week away. We're looking for volunteers who might want to
deliver a delectable dessert for your fellow Lakers that evening
to round off the feast.

If you are interested in helping fill our dessert table, please
contact Julie Sheffieck at 476-1849 or jcsheff@aol.com. Thank
you!

What’s going on with Union Road?

According to Cass County Highway Engineer Joe Bellina:

In order to prevent future subsidence of the road into the
adjacent ditch for a distance of some 400’ where the road paral-
lels and is adjacent to the Union Road ditch, the County Road
Commission, at its expense (because Union is a “major” road),
has hired a contractor to drive interlocking 40-foot (verti-
cal)-lengths of sheeting between the road and the ditch. The
contractor was originally scheduled to be done by the end of
May, but the weather and the need to then redo that portion of
the road have pushed back the project’s completion. Joe is now
hopeful the road can be reopened by mid-June.

New guardrail will be installed in that area sometime in
July. The road may be again closed for a few days at that time.

Birch Lake Book Club Schedule
The Birch Lake Book Club will meet on June 25 at 7 pm to
3 |

FUNERALS | CREMATIONS | GATHERINGS
SINCE 1842
s 5

vl AN TN (47
Granger Chapel

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside

Birch Lake Yacht Club

FIREWORKS FUND
$10,250 GOAL

— $10,250
May 28 $7,034.00

to donate use the form

for fireworks auctia || in the back of

raised . ,

or any other to date this week’s

BLYC function Birch

or activity ... Barker

alphagraphics

GET NOTICED.

GET BUSINESS.

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com




Birch Lake Notes

discuss The Library Book by Susan
Orlean. Blair Garceau will host.
Everyone is welcome.

The book for July is Educated by
Tara Westover.

Men’s golf outing ... maybe!

Vice Commodore Pat McGann is
working on plans to continue the Birch
Lake Men’s Golf Outing in July. Plans
are incomplete at this time, so watch the
Barker for more information.

T-SHIRTS ... GET YOUR T-SHIRTS!

Are you kicking yourself for not buy-
ing a Birch Lake t-shirt last year? If so,
you're in luck! I have a small inventory
of shirts left. Please read on to see if
your choice is still available, and then
hurry and call or text me to reserve your
fabulous shirt!

In the Grey Long Sleeve Shirt ($15),
I have four 2XL, nine XL, 9L and 1
small. In the White Long Sleeve Shirt
($15) I have five 2XL and five XL.. In
the White SHORT Sleeve Shirt ($10), I
have one 3XL, three S and four Youth L.
I also have four white Sweatshirts ($20)
in 2XL available.

I also have the oh-so-charming pis-
tachio green Birch Lake cups available
for $1 per cup — or a steal at 10 for $8.
Impress your summer guests with their
very own Birch Lake cup to take home!

All proceeds go to the fund for the

Available in white, blue and black
Call Jacob at

(269) 506-4083

AED’s.

Call or text me at 574-261-6712 (I
get terrible cell service at the lake so
don’t be discouraged if I don’t respond
quickly).

~Past Commodore Karen

New Birch Lake Directory

The Birch Lake Yacht Club is plan-
ning a new Birch Lake Directory to be
published later this year and we need
your input! If you have had changes in
your family or if you are new to the lake
(since the 2017/2018 Directory was pub-
lished), we need you to provide your
information so we can update and/or
include the new information ...

The info we publish is:

Cottage number (if you know it);
Last name(s) of owner(s;

First name(s) of owner(s);

Lake address;

Other address;

Lake phone number;

Other phone number(s);
Children’s names.

Please send your information to Deb
Spratt via email at debspratt@comcast.
com as soon as possible so we can get
started.

We are also looking for advertisers
for the Directory ... If you are interested
in advertising, please contact Phil Vitale
at (269) 476-1680 or email me at
onlinebarker@gmail.com.

Fully Insured

APOLLOMARINE ..

APOLLO | Ve
MARINE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065

269-423-611

The Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to
your Birch Lake home every weekend
through Labor Day - FREE of charge! It
is also posted online every week at
http://www.philvitale.com.

The Birch Barker is just one of the
things for which your Birch Lake Yacht
Club membership dues are used to bene-
fit to the citizens of our great lake. If
you haven’t paid your 2019 membership
dues (ust $30 for full members, $15 for
associate members), you can do so with
the handy form in every week’s Barker.
The Barker is also grateful to all busi-
nesses that advertise in the Birch
Barker! Please support our advertisers!

The Barker welcomes content. If you
would like to submit an item for consid-
eration, email, mail or drop it by my
house (see note at bottom of page 1). Do
you best to send high resolution photos
(we prefer 300 dpi); cell phone photos
will work (sometimes) but can’t be
enlarged without blurring. If you want
your materials back, include a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope.

If you would like to advertise in the
Barker or in the upcoming Birch Lake
Directory, drop me an email or give me a
call (for info and ad costs see http://www.
philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm).

~Editor Phil

Pontoon
Boats!

We
service
all lakes!

OPE T DAY
ez

1-888-BOAT



Birch Lake Notes

BIRCH ILAKE YACHT CLUB

ESPAGHETTI DINNER]

Sponsored by the West Shore and the Cove
All Proceeds to Birch Lake Water Quality

Saturday, June 15
5:30 -7:30 PM

Enjoy a great evening with family and friends!
Dinner includes spaghetti with three sauces, salad,
dessert, and ice tea or lemonade. Take outs available.

Tickets must be purchased in advance
Children 3 and under — Free Ages 4-10 - $5 Ages 11-Adult - $8

Get your tickets today from (Buzz and Linda Rasmussen, Cam Butler,
Vickie Rodgers, Tom Kuhn, Patti Russwurm, Angela Bergen, Lynn
DeCocker, Katha and Mike Machelleck, or Sue Williams)

Sale Weth Susie!

Your Waterfrout Specialist

,-""_"‘--\__

Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER
REALTY T
574-320-6697 cen H : '

269-641-5775 Office

Zillow
www.susietucker.com s 4B A% SR 2%
Susie@susietucker.com | >-STARAGENT

sus:e@sus:etucken com .I 74-320-6 697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




L FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

By J. Patrick McGann

ell the sailing season just came
to a dead stop before it really
began. It is the first time I

remember that we had to cancel the
races because it was too COLD to sail.
People have been calling us sissies and
wimps all day long. Maybe, but the
water is still pretty cold on my 66 year-
old body, and the committee boat girls
...well there was know way they were
going out to sit in that cold wind for two
hours. Not even a boatload of beer
would have kept them warm.

So, I imagined in my mind the three
races we would have had. In a strong,
warm southern breeze a bunch of sailors
(Phil Vitale, Bill Luecht and Barb
Cassady) all flipped their boats allowing
me to pass them and cross the finish

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #3, June 8

line first. In three very-competitive,
hard-fought races pushed by Bob King
and back-and-forth leads with Pete
Soldato and Herb Cleveland in each
race. That put me into the lead for the
season.
So results in my dream were:
1. Me, Pat McGann
2. Herb
3 Pete
4. Bob
5 Cam
6 Bill B.
7 Steve (sorry Steve)
8 Phil DNF
9 Bill L. DNF
10 Barb DNF
Same results in all three races.
Tessa and I will be in San Diego
and Palm Springs next week for a wed-

Note: The Start/Finish

line of the MC Course is
CLOSED EXCEPT TO
START AND FINISH THE
RACES; sailors MAY NOT
cross between the starting
mark and the committee
boat at any other time
during the races.

Wind

Finish Commitiee

Boat
4
CF
Start/Finish

Mark siat

L 6

MC Course

BLYC sailing courses for MC and Sunfish

Wind

{ 2019 ¥

Start/Finish
Mark

Sunfish Course

Marks to Port (Mirror Image for Marks to Starboard)

Marks to Port (Mirror Image for Marks to Starboard)

ding so Bill (Next year’s Fleet Captain)
and Bad Patty Luecht will be writing
the Jibe Article.
Please join your Birch Lake
Improvement, namely the BLYC.
Sail on Dudes and Dudettes ...
~J. Patrick Mcgann

SUNDAY IS
SAILING DAY

AT BIRCH LAKE,
and
ON SAILING DAYS
the races start at 11 am!

Please give ’em a break,
and

STAY CLEAR OF

Legs 4 and 5 cannot cross the start/finish line,
but they can go around either end of the line.

THE COURSE

SUND

RIVERSIDE
CHURCH

RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

Open
7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight

69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317
http://www.zimmystavern.com




One of two America’s Cup syn-
dicates for the 36th sailing in
Auckland 2021 has been trialing
a 38’ surrogate foiler they affec-
tionately nicknamed The Mule.
The American Magic team, rep-
resenting the New York Yacht
Club, relocated from Newport,
R.l. to Pensacola, FL for a winter
training camp. Though the ac-
tual 75’ race boats are expected
to be self-righting, apparently ...
the surrogate is not.

dchool

Birch Lake Sailing Stuff

photo courtesy American Magic

The America’s Cup trophy, photographed by Mr. Bob King at Navy Pier
in Chicago.

Birch Lake Sailing Results

Sailing was scrubbed last week-
end due to the weather (see
Fleet Captain’s Corner on
previous page).

SAVE THE DATE

Ladies’ FUN!!!! Golf Outing
JULY 19

Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
9 am Tee Off

Lunch at BLYC following the Outing
Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle

More details to follow

We are looking for sponsors and volunteers
Questions? Contact
Barb Cassady 574-303-2831
or Jeannie Welsh 574-286-2890




— Barker Klds of the Week —

Left: Groszek’s (south side) niece Susan Shay
=  with grandsons, Peter 3-1/2 and Henry 9 months.

Above: Marlee Soldato’s (Hill) first trip to the
Flamingo Room

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week? Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week? Want
your lawnmower to be the lawnmower of the Week? Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the
photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, Ml 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them
in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), or email them to me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

My 30 point marketing system is
Dynamic! — Exciting! — Productive! — Creative!
And most importantly GETS RESULTS!

Offering...

u Drone, professional, and 3-D photography..

B video... TV, print, and magazine advertising...

H internet, emall and social media marketing...

u 3" party advertising... including Zillow with video
B Luxury Homes international...

# and MORE, MUCH MORE!

Dennis Bamber
I can help you reach MORE buyers! Cressy & Everett REALTOR

Licensed in Indiana and Michigan

Cress I Waterfront\;\Homes Cell: 574-532-3808

) |
REAyECSTAfT:Ett 701 Spruce St. RSPS
Real effort. Real results. Dowagiac, MI 49047 R ca®

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle ‘




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Left: Lake living wears u out! Aurorable Trudell, granddaughter of

Amy Lutz (north side) has had it with all the noise!

Above: Dog of the Week honors to Groszek’s (south side) Miniature
Schnauzer, age 11 months, in his favorite relaxing pose, belly up in

the sun.

REALTY GROUP

Birch Lake homes for sale
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62930 Birch Road

3-bedroom, 2.5-bath,
2,200-sq-ft lodge-style home
on a 1.2-acre lot. Sale of
furniture, furnishings, and
decorations will be nego-
tiable. On the main level, a
foyer with a soaring ceiling
opens to the living room with

ity o NI g

15176 Birch
Lake Shore Dr.

3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court,
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft
heated Morton Building.
House has large windows,
broad upper deck, covered
lower patio, 3-season room,
brick patio w/ custom-built

fireplace, a bar, a formal din-
ing room, and a family room
with lake views and a knotty
pine ceiling. The kitchen has
an island with breakfast bar
seating, stainless applianc-
es, and a casual dining area
that leads to a covered patio
with a new hot tub and a
19x33-ft saltwater pool and
a deck with panoramic lake
views. The master suite,
with walk-in closet, also
has access to the covered

chimneyed fireplace near
water. Upper level: large
living room w/ vaulted ceiling,
exposed natural beams,
Midcentury Modern fireplace
designed by Wendell Lovett,
deck access, panoramic lake
views; dining area w/ lake
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD;
1 BA; outside access. Spiral
staircase down to sitting
room w/ 3-season room and
patio access, dining room,
kitchen w/ bar seating and ca-
sual dining, 1 BA. Street-side
lawn has wrought iron fence
and brick path to the home.

rtl

patio. A laundry and mud
room, with access to garage
as well as outdoors, has a
powder room. Upstairs, a
landing affords lake views
for two bedrooms. On the
lakeside lot, a matching hut
has a bath, kitchenette, and
covered porch next to a
stone patio with fire circle.
The property includes a 3-car
garage and plenty of off-
street parking. An adjacent
lot is also available.

- o R N
63126 Birch Road
TURNKEY - 3 Bed, 2 bath,
Year-round cottage on 60 ft

of sandy frontage. Updated

kitchen and open concept liv-

ing & dining with great sunset

views and access to a large
lakeside low-maintenance
deck with awning and lots of
storage below. Ample parking
for 6 vehicles.

Get a FREE market analysis!

" g de g e Daa ol Ml e
Contact Paul DelLano:

o B A

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

OUT OF INVENTORY!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOWIS A
GREAT TIME
TO LIST
YOUR
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelLakelLife.com




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Bloody Mary of the Week honors go to this BM Congratulations to our granddaughter, Morgann Applegate, who graduated
that was served at the Hall’s (Cove). Yes, that from Mahomet-Seymour High School on May 24. Morgann is the daughter
is a White Castle topper! of our daughter, Sanya Vitale, of Niles.

Welcome to Jaywalker

Thomas J. S
Mosier

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

5” Water Wells General Handyman Services

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis
Office: 269-445-3246 Need something repaired replaced or
Cell: 269-580-3246 maintained? Let me see if | can help!

Fax: 269-445-0008 Lake references available.




— Water Quality Report —

Dead fish 1nvest1gated

a number of dead fish were

found up against the shoreline
in the northeast section of the
lake. This was unusual and way
beyond the occasional fish that
does not survive being caught and
released. The location may be
due to some issue there or the fact
that the prevailing wind may have
pushed them to that location.

Going forward, should you
note any unusual numbers of dead
or dying fish by your shoreline,
please notify a member of the
water quality committee with site,
numbers, type of fish, and any
other information that may seem
of use.

By the time this appears in
the Barker, a State Fisheries
biologist will have visited the lake
and likely asked for more infor-

I t was noticed last weekend that

mation, maybe taken our three

frozen ﬁsh that were already dead,

and hopefully provided us with
his perspective. Perhaps most
importantly he will start a file on
this incident and thus be able to
respond quicker if, and when, the
problem reoccurs.

The experts prefer testing fish
that was frozen before its death.
So, should you see a fish that is
struggling but not due to a hook
being pulled out, double plastic
bag it and put into a freezer.

This fish die-off may have just
been a one-time occurrence about
which we will never find a cause.
We do know at this time:

a) The lake’s oxygen levels had
recently been tested and found to
be good all the way down to past
90’ in depth

b) The lake had not yet been

treated for Eurasion Milfoil.

Future information collection
could be of great assistance, par-
ticularly should we experience this
phenomenon again.

\TER QUALITY”

TUESLEY - HALL - KONOPA, LLP

attorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) - This week
is perhaps the most opportune time of the year for
you to give some serious thought to your communi-
cation style with others. You know you can be quick
to respond, but sometimes, this unnerves others and
you probably don't even know it. Right now, with ten-
sion and chaos at home and within the family, it's a
perfect time for you to think about speaking gently,
with more care and concem for others. And also to
listen to what others have to say.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - It's true that
you are the financial wizard of the zodiac. You're
happy to focus on wealth, assets and physical pos-
sessions. In fact, you are also the collector of the
zodiac whether it is antiques, fine things or collecting
a set of something, like stamps or coins. Therefore,
it's appropriate that this week offers you a chance to
improve your relationship and your attitude to
money, wealth and whatever you own. Wealth and
possessions can provide security but only in the lim-
ited way.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - This is your
chance to improve your life on almost every level.
The best way you can improve it is by sefting some
intentions or making goals or resolutions. As you
well know, everything begins with a thought, which is
why our thoughts are so powerful. Your thoughts can
make you feel like a winner, optimistic, and eager
and ready for life! Or your thoughts can make you
feel like a loser, like chopped liver, someone on the
sidelines who's missing out on everything.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - This week
is perhaps the best week of the year for you to give
some serious thought to your spiritual world.
Whether you are a non-believer or disinterested in
“touchy-feely” things, the fact of the matter is you do
have an inner world. This is the perfect time for you
to ask yourself if you are living your life in the most
meaningful way possible. After all, your life is pre-
cious and you want it to count.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - The beginning of
this week is the perfect time for you to think about
not your career, not your health, not your wealth, not
your family or your home - but instead to think about
your friends. Studies show that having a friend can
actually lengthen your life span. This is because we
are social creatures. We need to go out to see other
people and we need to be seen. When we have a
good time with friends, we feel better and we even
feel healthier! What a treasure one good friend is!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - This is the
best time for you to think about your life direction. It's
not a conscious choice. It's the moving belt of life.
After high school, sometimes college is not “a
choice,” it's another moving belt; but for many, the
end of high school poses a choice. Once we are
working, the moving belt continues. But really, we
make surprisingly few conscious choices in life. Yet
these conscious choices can change our world!

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)-Youare a
social sign. You love the stimulation of good conver-
sation at a fine dinner table. But you also like to
learn because you appreciate the beauty of art as
well as the beauty of clothing, architecture and differ-
ent places in the world. This is because more than
any other sign you are affected by your surround-
ings. Therefore, what studies or further learning
might you explore to expand your world?

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Because
this is the year when you are getting richer by eam-
ing more or increase your assets, it is not surprising
that the New Moon this week urges you to think
about your relationship to other people’s wealth,
other people’s values, and how you fit in to all this.
What responsibilities do you have for others? A
basic truth in life is: “what goes around, comes
around”. This is hard to deny if you just observe
things around you. Therefore, the irony in life is the
more you give, the more you receive from the world.
For many, this is not an easy truth to grasp.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)-Thisis
the best opportunity of the year for you to think
about how you can improve your partnerships and
close friendships. Do not think about trying to
change the other person. Instead, focus on what you
can do and how you can be and how you can act.
For example, if you want to be loved, you have to be
lovable. If you want to be treated with respect and
generosity - you have to respect your partner and be
generous to them. But easier said than done.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - This
special New Moon urges you to focus on work and
health. It's about your sense of usefulness and pro-
ductivity. Work and health are interrelated because
physical and emotional health are affected by your
beliefs and attitudes. We often forget this. Think
about what boosts your health and make you feel
great. So often we know what's good for us but we
fail to do it. Think of the power of your mind and how
it can affect both your health and your work success.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - The New
Moon this week highlights the part of your chart con-
cerning romance, vacations, creativity and children.
If the lack of romance in your life is a concern, what
is your attitude to romance? Do you constantly
attract the wrong people? Look over your shoulder
and examine past loves to see a pattern. When it
comes to creativity, have you noticed that all children
are creative? Those creative urges are still there but
now they are unexpressed. When you learn to
express them, you tap into your youth.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - This week
is your best opportunity all year to think about what
you can do to improve your relations with family
members. Obviously, this includes your parents. But
at a deeper level, its important to know what makes
you feel safe. Let go of the past and think of the
present and the future. Your home gives you the
strength and security to deal with the world.

Birch Lake Environmental Data
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Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.385
1.0 days before first quarter

Sunrise: 06:05:53 AM
Sunset: 21:17:01 PM
Moonrise: : 11:36:02 AM
Moonset: 01:16:38 AM
Daylight: 15 Hr 11 Min 07 Sec




— Barker Weekly Puzzle —

Insects Word Scramble

All of the scrambled words below are names of insects you have
probably heard about. Can you put the letters in the right order to spell
the 19 different insect names correctly?

CUTMQI SO

BETLTEUYFR

MTHO

LEEBET

CCID A A

ELYFSRHO

P AW S

ITKSC B

AYSPRNI MNMMATSI

EBE

ALFE
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AGDBLYU

PSESHRASPOR

EIRETTAM

COOCHRKAC

MNAT

RIEKCTC

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

‘/‘;\ . 269-687-71 92 Niles, Ml
o= 3 B B3 866-751-1470 o1 rec

Emergency
Service

@S> "™ @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

o & ‘4 Cell Phone

(noun)

-

A device used for looking
less alone while in public

places by yoursellf.

OULE ...AND THEN THE COIL
STARTED GLOWING
RED HOT!

OUR WEBSITE

HAS BEEN
HACKED!

NOTICED Yo LerT THe Cortee |+

S0P AN HOUR AGO. | CLONING LAB, AND hOW We  FE=== e
# & DOSSNT KNOW WHET TOD0 f =

il == g
HAHA, | JUST GOT A TeXT N\ ()
FROM YOU WONDERING IF 1 12 8
O P — ,1|
i 3 | i = |
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: -.__ 7 e e | i Sl
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e _ . | - 5
= oy : = e S = |

ynon

(noun)

A word used in place
of the one you can’t spell.
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Here 1s a recipe from
Connie Troeger,
sent from Denny Weesner

Puff Pancake

By Connie Troeger
Moved to Birch Lake

1n 1947

Ingredients:

Y% cup flour

3 'y o
1 J!‘llr\" ' g ""'

Y% cup milk

2 eggs Directions: . . melted butter in the pie

} Melt butter in a 9-inch  plate. Bake 15 minutes at
/ teas nutmeg pie plate. 450. Sprinkle with pow-

6 TBLS butter In another bowl, mix dered sugar and lemon.
Powdered sugar flour, milk, eggs & nut- Can add fresh fruit on
Lemon juice or zest meg. Pour batter into the top. Serve immediately.

0’Donnell’s Docks Lic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Prme Property Care

i Franis
313 Norh Otegle St
- Cassonals, M 4903

169) 591 S

Sales and service of all

Sewing you f"" major docks, boatlifts and
ouen 20 yeans!  water front accessories.

For an online quote, go fo

3

i * s
iy G i

12007 M-60 » Jones, in
269-244-1446

| ioeotomelsooiscam | |+ SygFeCknlP Rl

Autorized Dealer For:

LRI © - <=
Loun-Go XV

Gavancis@rocketmalcom




— Camp Tannadoonah —

he full staff arrived at camp on
I Wednesday, and our 10 days

of staff training are under way
now. We have a completely full camp
staff this year! It’s amazing! A full staff
means we have 30 cabin counselors, 4
kitchen assistants, a kitchen manager, a
photographer, a maintenance assistant,
anurse, a CIT (counselor in training)
director, and the nanny who takes care
of staff kids. Plus our 6 year-round staff:
Executive Director, two Program Direc-
tors, our Facilities Manager, a Customer
Relations manager, and a part-time
fundraising coordinator. AND we have
5 international volunteers helping with
programs, and 2-4 other volunteers each
week, including my parents. So a total
each week of 53-55 people!

We've come a long way, stafing-wise

in the past 14 years! My first summer as

Camp Director, we had the Executive Di-

rector (who wasn’t at camp — just in the
office), Camp Director, Assistant Direc-
tor, Kitchen Manager, Nurse, 2 kitchen
assistants, and 15 camp counselors.
That’s it! So a grand total of 21 people at
camp any given week.

These past few days (as I write this
on Tuesday), we have been training wa-
terfront staff and leadership staff. Our
waterfront staff have worked on how to
teach each of the classes they will be do-
ing at the waterfront: swimming lessons,
canoeing, kayaking, stand up paddle-

boarding, sailing, fishing, waterskiing,
and wakeboarding. It’s a lot to learn and
remember!

The leadership staff consist of our 4
unit leaders. Each of them are more se-
nior staff members who supervise a unit
of seven-10 other counselors. They give
feedback to their unit, help staff deal
with difficult situations, provide support
for their staff when they’re having a diffi-
cult time, and help the program directors
make sure the staff have all the resourc-
es they need to make the campers’ camp
experience the best it can be.

Here are this year’s unit leaders:

Mr. Zizo is the unit leader for the
“Bird Yard,” which is the Cardinals
& Wrens and Robins & Woodpeckers
cabins. The Bird Yard is where our
youngest campers in camp live, so it’s
usually a wild and crazy place, usually
with 40 campers under the age of 10!
This is Mr. Zizo’s second year working at
Camp Tannadoonah. He comes to camp
all the way from Cairo, Egypt, where he
is a student at the German University
in Cairo, studying engineering. Mr. Zizo
is also one of our lifeguards and boating
instructors.

Miss Liv is the unit leader for the
front cabins, which is where our middle
girls live. These are the cabins called
Exchangettes, Luta Koda, and Chapple
Lodge. She oversees the staff who work
with the girls ages 11-13. Miss Liv is also

CHIMNEY

“OVER 30 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE"

SERVICES
CHIMNEY CLEANING ')
CHIMNEY RELINING

CHIMNEY
CERTIFICATIONS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

DRYER YENT CLEANING

DEREK POLSTON
(574) 514-4831

www.chimneyswifltchimneysweeps.com

A
,-Q,;-

BIRCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http:/tannadoonah.org

a second-year counselor, and she was
also a camper at Tannadoonah for seven
summers! Miss Liv is a student at Indi-
ana University in Bloomington, where
she 1s studying recreational therapy,
youth development, and neuroscience.
She is a graduate of Marian HS and lives
in Mishawaka.

Mr. Josh is the unit leader for the
back cabins, which is where the middle
and older boys live. These are the cabins
Wallace, Exchange, and Rotary, and the
boys range from 12-16. Mr. Josh is from
Hampshire, England, where he has
been working as a project manager for
Royal Mail (UK). He loves to play foot-
ball (aka soccer!), and works as a referee
for youth football in England.

Miss Georgie will be the unit leader
for Morris Lodge, which is where our old-
est girls (ages 14 and up) live. She will
oversee the staff who are the counselors
for Morris, as well as the international
volunteers who will be assisting with
programs. Miss Georgie is from Somer-
set, England, where she is a student at
the University of Bath, studying busi-
ness management. At camp she will also
be our dance instructor!

All of the unit leaders are excited to
work with the rest of the staff to make
this year the best one ever at Camp T!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE
4-seater pedal boat for sale. As-is
(though we will get her down from the pole
barn for test rides). Contact the Kings at
476-2128.

$40.00 lot. Call Sparkybob 269-365-7696.  For Housecleaning please call
Stephanie at (269) 580-0338 for details
WANTED

My husband and | recently purchased a
home on Lenore St and had heard that
there might be a possibility of purchas-
ing/renting pier space somewhere.
Patricia Colburn, pcolburn81@sbcglobal.

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation?
Check out renting the most inexpensive
but cutest and best-located rental in The
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.

Schecter Diamond Series “Black
Widow” electric guitar with case and

Line 6, Spider Ill 30 Amp, used maybe net
6x’s. $200 for both, negotiable. Call Deb
at 476-7226.

House for sale: 63306 Birch Rd.; 3 BR,
2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT frontage, 2
stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, many
other extras, $719,000, call PJ or Sue
Vandewalle, 476-7086 for appt or info.

paper rolls

Amber Grundy’s
mom, Sherry, is once
again looking for old
bikes for an art
project. If you have a
bike you'd like to get
rid of, please call
Sherry at 574-252-
6854 or Amber at
574-315-0227. Bike
does NOT need to
be in working order.

For Sale: the former Misch
Manufacturing building located at
14111 Esther Ave., Mishawaka, IN 46545.
Location 3/10 of a mile west of Capital
Avenue between Jefferson and McKinley.
Contact Jill Celie-Brenay, REMAX, or Bob
King.

SERVICES
| do sewing and
mending at fair
prices - zippers,
hemming, small
alterations; call
Kathy at 476-9317

2” galvanized steel dock poles with
augers. Four 8-0” long and two 6’-0” long.

Your local
hometown

HERO

Your local independent
agent is your neighbeor
— someone you can
trust and someone
who's here for you

when it matters most.

UNION

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

SUE MCCAMMON
Owner/Agent

“For all your MI and IN Insurance needs”
Personal and Commercial

CALL FODAYESAVE YOURSELF SOME MONEY!
15479 U.3. 12 {rext to post office) 269/641-5995
P.O.Box 74 sue@unionins.net BOO/B8B-4095

Union, MI 49130 www.unionins.net  FAX 269/641-5787

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
LIFE - HOME + CAR * BUSINESS

Camp T is looking for donations of plas-
tic grocery bags and empty toilet

com/cjp

CLASSIFIED ADS in the Birch Barker are free
to BLYC members, $5 for everyone else. Send

your ads to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com

- IN LOVING MEMORY AND CELEBRATION OF -

Laveta Scofield

MARCH 1

SATURDAY, July 27, 2019 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Birch Lake
62769 Birch Lakeview Dr, Vandalia, M1 42095
678.427.7784
Join us we gather to share some of our favarite
memories, our stories, and LaVeta's art -

and to laugh and remember a
wonderful person who is greatly missed

Simply STUNNING

Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at the
Birch Lake Yacht Club? This is just
one example of the custom concrete
services and products available to our
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.
Interested in a new look for your
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Call us Today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Ml
mmticoncretelaol.com

269) 279-7973




BLYC Officers and Directors

2018/19 BLYC Officers

Angela Bergan (E), Commodore
561-603-5522.........ccoeveevenenene berganfsu@aol.com

Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore

574-532-5377 ......ccovvvueene pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors

Greg Bolin (W).....ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E).....cccovveeieeeeeeeeeenes 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com,

Terry Dugan (S)....ccoveeueeenenenninieeeieenns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer.........ccooviiiinne 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H).....cccccoerenerrnneccinenens 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................... 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N)......cooorvnieeeerrercneees 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccoceerirnnneneienes 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGENS (C)...coovvereeuereirereririnieieieenes 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N).......ccooveueiecnnneninnnns 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)......ccocoeevvrnreicericeinenenad 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E)........ccocornienernrnenene. 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)......coovvereeererreneceeenennens 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) .....ccoeoeeenenrneccccrenens 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E)......c.cceeururninicrernirrerenens 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Sue WIllIams (S)....c.cvverereeererererereneeeenns 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE
AND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ..............cc..... 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Y

Birch Lake
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BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

IT’S A NEW YEAR!
It’s time to pay your 2019 dues

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Total contribution:

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake

Harvey

St b ¥

Cass County
Porter Township
(See County Highway Map)

@  CALL 9-1-1
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ALARM WILL
SOUND

This project was
made possible by
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o] Birch Lake
SITE Homeowners
Association
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(County operstud)
7114/2018

There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




we've ot You Covered!

® Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

® Motorized Solar Screens
® Boat Covers and Tops
® Canvas Repair

® Aluminum Awnings

NUIMAGE. »

wningsium Awnings

Where Fashion Meets Furnction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

AWNING

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawning



